~Tell us about

your honors

If you have
recently earned a
local, state, or
national honor or
award because of
your teaching per-
formance, share the
news with us, and
we'll pass it along to
our readers.

You deserve to be
recognized, and
we're happy to play
a part in honoring
your accomplish-
ments. Send a note
to Tom Farmer,
tfarmer@pitsco.com.

echnology is ever changing. As such, new

versions of Synergistic Systems Modules

and Pathways Harbors are released every
year and include new features and technologies.
In June 2003, Version 2.4.0, packed with exciting
additions and improvements, will debut.

Synergistic Systems
Features in Version 2 4. 0 of all Synergistic

e A new Career Paths enrichment has been
added to each of the Modules. The enrich-
ment highlights four occupations related to
the Module topic. Individuals featured in
each career are workers at real jobs. (Note:
The existing Careers enrichment utilizing
the Occupational Outlook Handbook remains
in the Modules.)

e Closed-captioned text has been added to
existing enrichments.

* The tracking of knowledge survey test results

Emphasizing careers

Version 2.4.0 includes new career enrlchments/f[eld trips and much more
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A new Career Paths enrichment (above) has been
added to each of the Synergistic Systems Modules.

has been modified. Student points are
recorded immediately after each Module
Guide, RCA, or Post Test question is
answered rather than after all knowledge
survey questions in a session have been
answered. This change is a direct result of
students using the Ctrl+Alt+Delete key
combination option to log out after nearly
completing a series of knowledge survey
questions. Logging out before the final
See Version, page 8

In this newsletter, we rec-
ognize a Pathways teacher
(page 2) and a Synergistic
Systems teacher (page 3) for
receiving state teacher-of-the-
year awards.

The Pathways teacher is Jim

Robert Stokes
Director of
Development

‘Teacher of the Year’ tag fits many of you

the space allocated for this
column. Second, and far more
important, while I was able to
compile a fairly long list of past
award recipients, it became
clear that the list would not be
comprehensive and several

Dye of Plainfield (Illinois)
South High School, who was
named 2002 [llinois
Technology Teacher of the Year.
The Synergistic Systems
teacher is Ed Taylor of Marsh
Middle School (Fort Worth,
Texas), who was named 2002
Texas Technology Education
Middle School Teacher of the
Year.

Originally, I intended to
recognize all the current and
former teacher-of-the-year
award recipients who teach in
Pathways or Synergistic
Systems labs. However, as |
began to compile the list, I dis-
covered two problems.

First, the number of award
winners is very large. The list
of names would be longer than

award winners would be inad-
vertently omitted.

So rather than listing the
names of award recipients, I
simply am honoring all the
great teachers in our labs who
have received such awards and
the great teachers who have
never been formally
recognized.

See Teacher, page 2
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mg assigned a research pro;ect can seem over-
‘helming to students. The new Research &
sentation Module equips students to tackle
projects by taking them through a step-by-step
, from selecting a topic to delivering an effective
tion. .
Module meets several business and technology
ds and also provides the instructor flexibility in
various standards not addressed by other
s in the lab. Research topics are provided in family
nsumer sciences, math, science, and ‘technology.
ors can choose to allow students to select their

, assign particular topic o smdents Or cus-

ating, and documentihg T .SOLU‘CES mcludmg
neyclopedias, and Web sites. Students

ur subject areas of provided topics. Students also
ss to the Encarta Reference Library software, a
nedia CD-ROM encyclopedia. For labs with
access, Web sites are 1dent1f1eci to heip students
te their research.

idents use graphic organizers to sort i:hen' research

d to turn their research into a multimedla slide pre-
n. Students learn basic presentatlgn design princi-
es and apply those to the creation of text and graphics

Objectives

‘® Learn the steps for completing a research project.

* Use different parts of a book to locate information.

e Evaluate Web sites as potential resources.

e Practice the basics of research note taking.

e Define and recognize plagiarism and paraphrasing.

e Conduct research using different media.

e Use a graphic organizer to sort research information.

* Learn basic design principles for presentations.

® Use PowerPoint presentation software to create a mul-

timedia slide presentation.

¢ [earn and practice the skills for effective presentation

“delivery. . : =

own how to take notes and avmd plagxansm m

\ odule mch.ldes a chversa library of books cover-

an their presentation. Microsoft PowerPoint software

- s'li;_ies:Th:éy? also record their own video and sound multi-

media elements to enhance their project.
~ Finally, students are exposed to guidelines for effec-

_tlvely delivering a presentation and communicating with
_an audience. The culmination of the Module is the

students’ delivery of the presentation to the instructor.

Having students deliver their presentations to the entire

class would serve as an excellent Wrap-Up Day activity.
- The Module is a great addition to virtually any lab, as

- the skills students learn can easily be translated to any

area of study. Possessing the ability to research a topic and

~ then create and deliver a presentation based on that

research information is a valuable skill that can serve
students throughout their academic career and beyond.

Curriculum Specialist Gina Sanmiguel,
gsanmiguel@pitsco.com



